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The role of the Health Department changed dramatically following the terrorist attacks on 
Sept. 11, 2001. Not only did the events place extreme demands on the emergency 
responders, but the anthrax attacks that followed a just few short weeks later showed that 
bioterrorism was a real threat requiring new, untried methods of preparedness. Five years 
later, the citizens of Kane County should know that emergency preparedness has reached 
new levels.  
  
Since Sept. 11, the Health Department has reached out to a wide range of community 
partners to keep Kane County safe. These partners represent the medical community, law 
enforcement, fire departments, schools, emergency management agencies and many other 
agencies on the local, state and federal level. The Kane County Office of Emergency 
Management, which has come under the direction of Health Department Executive 
Director Mary Lou England, has established mutual aid agreements with neighboring 
counties. 
  
The Health Department established one of the first Medical Reserve Corps in the country. 
The MRC is a group of several hundred dedicated volunteer physicians, pharmacists, 
dentists, nurses, mental health professionals, and other disciplines who have been trained 
to respond to a large scale disaster. In a large scale disaster, we would require hundreds, 
if not thousands of qualified professionals. One of the duties of the MRC is to visit 
churches, service groups and private homes to talk about the importance of individual 
preparedness. In a disaster, it may be days before help arrives. “We firmly believe in 
education,” said Kane County Medical Reserve Coordinator Patrick DeMoon. “The more 
they know, the better off they will be in a terrorist attack or natural disaster.” The MRC 
also recognizes the need for “psychological first aid” following the mental trauma 
suffered in a disaster, DeMoon said. 
  
  



  
Before Sept. 11, information regarding the outbreak of a communicable disease may have 
taken days to reach local health departments. Improved community partnerships and 
enhanced technology allow for the immediate dissemination of health information. This 
saves precious time in day to day disease investigations or in the event of bioterrorism 
attack. 
  
The Kane County Office of Emergency Management has established a dedicated radio 
communication network called KLERN for Kane Local Emergency Radio Network. The 
network connects all the municipalities in the county to the emergency workers at the 
county and local levels to communicate with each other without having to worry about 
radio interference from other radio transmissions. The mutual aid agreements with 
neighboring counties give emergency management personnel the ability to count on their 
neighbors in a disaster. “We are now planning on a regional basis. Further, 
representatives from each municipality in the county meet quarterly under the auspices of 
the OEM to plan and coordinate efforts. “The intent is to bring all the communities into a 
unified effort,” Bryant said. 
  
The Health Department and Office of Emergency Management are prepared to deliver 
vaccines or antibiotics from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National 
Strategic Stockpile program in the event of a terrorist attack or natural disaster and are 
working on a pandemic flu plan. These plans are part of the state’s Regional Cities 
Readiness Initiative. 
  
The Health Department and Office of Emergency Management have made a concerted 
effort to educate the community on the need for individuals and their families to prepare 
for a disaster, whether it is a natural disaster or one caused by an act of terrorism. Bryant 
said that educating the public is especially important. Citizens will not be able to count on 
assistance from the government immediately and must be prepared to provide for 
themselves until help arrives. “We try to tell them what they should, what to look for, 
what kind of equipment they need. They should have their own plan in place,” Bryant 
said. 
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